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5or o-oo I 
Syllabus 
English 5010 
Spring 2003 
Christhilf 
Office: CH 3030 
Phone: 581-6285 
Hours: TTh 3:15-4:30 
w 12:00-1:30 
Required Books 
with abbreviations: 
Perkins, Bradley, et. al., eds. American Tradition in Literature, 
Vol 2. Seventh Ed. New York: Mcgraw, 1990. (ATL) 
Eliot, T. S. Collected Poems, 1909-1962. New York: Harcourt. 
(CP) 
Williams, William Carlos. Collected Poems, Vol. 1. New York: 
New Directions, 1986. (CP) 
Williams, William Carlos. Pictures from Breughel: Collected 
Poems. New York: New Directions, 1962. (PB) 
Ginsberg, Allen. Collected Poems, 1947~1980. New York: Harper, 
1984. (CP) 
Bly, Robert. Silence in the Snowy Fields. Univ. Press of New 
England, 1962. 
Merwin, W. S. The Second Four Books of Poems. Copper Canyon 
Press, 1993. (SFBP) 
Sexton, Anne. Complete Poems. Boston: Houghton-Mariner, 1999. 
(CP) 
Course Purpose: The purpose of the course is to impart understanding of the 
poetry of six twentieth-century American poets, and to deepen 
awareness of the poetic movements or schools which they help to 
define. 
Jan. 15 
Jan. 22 
Jan. 29 
Feb. 5 
Feb. 12 
Feb. 19 
Course Description and Introduction. 
The Poetry of T. S. Eliot. From ATL, "Tradition and the Individual Talent," 
pp. 1036-41. CP: from Prufrock,"The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock," 
and "Portrait of a Lady." Also, CP: The Hollow Men, pp. 79-82. 
The Poetry of T. s. Eliot. CP: The Waste Land. 
The Poetry of T. S. Eliot. CP: Ash Wednesday; and from Ariel Poems, 
"Journey of the Magi" and "Marina." Also, CP: from Four Quartets, 
"East Coker." 
The Poetry of William Carlos Williams. CP: Al Que Quiere through 
"Pastoral" (p. 97); and Sour Grapes from "Complaint" (p. 153) through 
"Great Figure" (p. 174). Prospectus for a Paper due. 
The Poetry of William Carlos Williams. CP: Spring and All, the prose-
prologue, (pp. 177-78), and the poems denoted by the following roman 
numerals--I, III, V-VI, VIII-IX, X-Xl, XIV-XXII, XXIV-XXVII. Also, CP: 
An Early Martyr. 
Feb. 26 
March 5 
March 19 
March 26 
April 2 
April 9 
April 16 
April 23 
April 30 
May 7 
English 5010 Syllabus 
(continued) 
The Poetry of William Carlos Williams. CP: Poems, 1936-1939 through 
"Breakfast" (p. 457). Also, PB: from Desert Music, "To A Dog Injured" 
and "Yellow Flower"; and fromJourney to Love, "Negro Woman," "Ivy Crown," 
"Sparrow," " To a Man Dying," and "Drunk and Sailor" "Smiling Dane," and 
"Shadows." 
Midterm Examination. 
The Poetry of Allen Ginsberg. CP: from Empty Mirror, "Paterson" and 
"Marijuana Notation." From Howl, "Malest Cornifici, '"'Dream Record," "Howl," 
"Footnote to Howl," "Strange Cottage," "Supermarket," "Sunflower" ".America," 
and "Many Loves." Thesis Proposal for the paper due. 
The Poetry of Allen Ginsberg. CP: from Kaddish, "Kaddish," "Hymmm," 
"Lysergic Acid," "Psalm IV," "Magic Psalm," "The End." From Fall of .America, 
"Please Master." From Mind Breaths, "Sickness Blues" and "Pussy Blues." 
From Plutonian Ode, "Garden State," "Maybe Love," "Verses Written for Rally," 
"Red Cheeked Boyfriends" (p. 735), "Birdbrain,"" Capitol Air." 
The Poetry of Robert Bly. Silence in the Sno!!Y Fields. 
The Poetry of w. s. Merwin. SFBP: The Lice. 
The Poetry of w. s. Merwin. SFBP: The Lice. Also, from Moving Target, 
---
"Lemuel's Blessing" and "Air"; from Carriers, "Lackawana," and "Fourth 
Psalm": from Writings, "Gift." 
The Poetry of Anne Sexton. CP: from To Bedlam, "You, Doctor Martin," 
"The Bells," "Foreign Letters," "Her Kind," "Farmer's Wife," "Johnny Pole," 
"Unknown Girl," "Moss of Skin," "Noon Walk," "Ringing Bells," "Lullaby," 
"Ingredient," "For John," "Double Image," "Division of Parts." Also, from 
All My Pretty Ones, poems of sections II, IV, V. Course Paper due. 
The Poetry of Anne Sexton. CP: from Live or Die, "Consorting with Angels" 
(p. 111) through "Two Sons" (p. 122) and "Pain For Daughter" (pp. 163-64). 
From Love Poems, "The Touch" through "My Uterus" (p. 181) and "For My Lover," 
(p. 188). From Awful Rowing, "Rowing" through "Sickness" (pp. 417-42); and 
"Welcome Morning" through "Rowing Endeth" (pp. 455-74). 
Final Exam. 
English 5010 
Christhilf 
Course Description 
Course Requirements: The final grade will be determined on the basis of three 
written requirements which will have equal weight: a midterm exam, a final 
exam, and a research paper. The exams will be essay-type, and will be given 
in class. They will concern themes and topics in a poet's work. Absence from an 
exam will result in a penalty unless the student has a valid excuse from a 
physician. The penalty will be reduction of the grade for make-up work by two 
letter grades. The research paper will explain a theme or concern in the work of 
one of the poets we read. The paper should be twenty pages in length, typed 
double-space, according to the format outlined in the MLA Handbook (which is 
available at the Booth Library Reference Room desk). The research component of 
the paper should include three or four books, including at least one critical 
biography, and five or six articles from standard literary journals. A prospectus 
for the paper, including preliminary sources, will be due during the semester, as 
will a thesis proposal accompanied by a few additional sources. Papers should be 
submitted when due. Lateness would result in a penalty unless the student is 
excused (as above); the penalty would be reduction of the grade by two-thirds of 
a letter for each class day that passes before the paper is submitted. Students 
are expected to attend all classes and to come prepared to participate. Taking 
notes and keeping a notebook-journal on the readings is encouraged in order to 
p~epare for class, for exams, and for the research paper. If a student has a 
documented disability and wishes academic accomodations, he or she should contact 
the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services. 
Statement concerning plagiarism: 
"The appropriation or imitation of 
another author, and representation 
Dictionary)--has the right and the 
student an appropriate penalty, up 
grade of F for the course. 
Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism--
the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of 
of them as one's original work" (Random House 
responsibility to impose upon the guilty 
to and including immediate assignment of a 
